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Well-SENSE is one of the newest 
players in the world’s oil sector. 
But it’s also one of the most 
experienced. 

Dan Purkis, co-founder and 
Technology Director of the year-old 
company, has been an engineer and 
innovator in the oil industry for more 
than 20 years. He’s worked with some 
of its most significant global players, 
and he’s been responsible for some of 
the key innovations introduced over 
the last decade or so. 

Starting out with Helle Engineering, 
Dan designed acoustic systems for 
the Australian navy as well as the 
energy industry. He moved on to 
Petroleum Engineering Services 
(PES), where he was part of the team 
that developed patented SmartWell® 
intelligent completion technology.   

PES was acquired by Halliburton 
in 2000, and three years later Dan 
moved on to help establish an 
independent company, Petrowell. 
That company brought a range of 
new technologies to market, including 
RFID downhole control and surface 
assessment tools. 

“There are two types of invention,” 
he said. “Things everyone wants 
but can’t have, because they’re too 
expensive, or the technology doesn’t 
yet exist. And things nobody knows 
they need. Those are technically 
challenging and commercially 
difficult, but they’re the most fun.”

RFID tagging, according to 
Murgitroyd C-Level Executive and 
Patents Director, James Brown, 
was one of the latter. “The industry 
didn’t know it needed RFID tags 
until they were invented,” he said. 
“That’s the kind of products Petrowell 
introduced. Some of them were truly 
revolutionary.”

James was there. PES and Petrowell 
worked with Murgitroyd to protect 
their innovations and inventions. He’s 
been working as part of Dan’s team 
for more than 20 years.

He helped ensure the right IP strategy 
and protection was in place for both 
companies – which significantly 
contributed to their selling prices 
of around £100million each.

“Halliburton paid a lot for PES, because
 of its worth, and because its IP was 

so well covered,” said James. 

“When Dan set up Petrowell, the 
same thing happened – the IP 
protection added to Petrowell’s 
value when the company was sold.”  

Dan co-founded Well-SENSE in 2015. 
It’s an ideas factory developing future 
technologies for the oil industry. 
Once again, Dan knew who to ask
for IP support. 

“James knows the industry,” he said. 
“He’s local. With attorneys elsewhere, 
we’d have to explain what we do. 
We wouldn’t have the same access. 
That slows everything down.” 

Speed is vital, says Dan, when it 
comes to protecting your ideas and 
getting strategies in place. James is 
ready to help when the time comes. 

“Well-SENSE is a new company,” 
he said. “I’ve spoken with Dan about 
how we might work together. 

“I know when Dan’s ready to move 
forward, he’ll want to do it there and 
then. He knows we can be with him 
inside 15 minutes. So we’re ready to 
get started whenever he is.”
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