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Your complete guide to legal 
services from Golden Charter



1. Power of Attorney
2. Wills

1. Property Protection Trust
2. The Probate Plan 
3. Family Protection Trust

Why it’s important to plan ahead

Later life planning isn’t something 
most people think about on a daily 
basis. But getting it sorted now 
means not having to worry about  
it in the future, and that can be a  
real load off your mind. 

You’ve worked your whole life to 
earn the things you want to pass 
on to your loved ones. Often a few 
steps are all you need to put plans in 
place that protect them. We’ll guide 
you through our range of services, 
explaining all the options we have 
available, and helping you decide 
which are right for you.

Find out more

Why Golden Charter?

We’re the UK’s market 
leader in later life planning 
including funeral plans and 
legal services

We work with leading  
law firms across the UK to 
provide expert, professional 
legal services

Our legal services help make 
sure your estate is dealt with 
quickly, simply and in line 
with your wishes

Protect what’s important  
for the people who matter

Our legal services put you in control of planning for 
later life. We’ll help make sure you’ve got everything 
covered, from setting up a Power of Attorney and 
writing your Will to planning and protecting your  
home and assets.

It’s about taking care of the things that matter, like 
finances and health and personal belongings. Now’s the 
time to make the choices that make planning for the 
future easier, for you and for the people you love. 

Talk to us today about smart 
planning for later life:

  0800 171 2967

  goldencharter.co.uk/
legal-services
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Planning for the future

Legal services for your assets



We believe there are two key elements to planning for later life — putting  
a Power of Attorney in place and writing your Will. We’ll explain what’s  
involved in each, and how we can make them straightforward to organise. 
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1. Power of Attorney

Planning for the future

Why Golden Charter?

We offer a full Power of Attorney service, helping you draft the  
relevant documents and registering them with the Office of the  
Public Guardian according to your wishes. 

Per Individual  £695

Per Couple  £995

This includes all fees associated 
with Power of Attorney, including 
registration costs.

Per Individual  £450

If you choose this option you are 
responsible for completing registration 
and paying the registration fee.

Set up Power 
of Attorney 

while you can 
still take care of 
your own affairs

Choose someone 
you trust to  
act as your 

attorney if you 
need them to

Decide when 
you’d like them  
to start acting  

for you — now or 
when needed

We can register 
your Power of 
Attorney with 

the Office of the 
Public Guardian

It’s as simple as that.

How it works

Power of Attorney covers:

How much does it cost? Self-registered Power of Attorney
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Making sure the big decisions  
are always taken care of

There may come a time in the 
future where you’re no longer  
able — or you no longer want —  
to make decisions about your 
money, your assets or your health. 
In that case, it’s good to know 
someone you trust will take care  
of everything for you.

A Power of Attorney lets you choose 
someone who will act for you if you 
need them to. It’s a two-way process 
— the person you choose has to 
agree to take on the responsibility, 
you can’t simply nominate them.  
You can activate the Power of 
Attorney immediately, or set it up  
so it only comes into effect if you’re 
no longer able to take care of your 
own affairs.

Take control of your future

Set up Power of Attorney 
now to save time, worry  
and cost in the future

Nominate someone you 
trust to make important 
decisions on your behalf  
if you need them to

Prevent the worry and stress 
of going through the courts 
if you lose capacity

Putting a Power of Attorney in 
place now can save time, worry and 
cost. If it’s left until it’s needed, the 
application will probably have to go 
through the court system, and that 
makes it both time consuming and 
expensive. 

Health and 
welfare — issues 

around care 
and consent 
to medical 
treatment

Property and 
finance — paying 

bills, financial 
decisions 

and property 
maintenance
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2. Will writing

Planning for the future

Your Golden Charter Will is:

Drafted by a specialist  
Will writer in line with  
your instructions

Created for a fixed price,  
no matter how complicated 
or how long it takes

Free annual updates  
for five years

Stored securely, free  
of charge for five years

The easy way to make your  
wishes known

In simple terms, your Will specifies 
what you want to happen to your 
money and assets when you die.  
The benefits include saving your 
family stress and worry — and  
much more. 

It’s a safeguard for the important 
things in your life, a way to make 
sure your intentions for the people 
and causes that matter to you 
are honoured after you’re gone. 
Properly drafted, a Will can help 
avoid disputes and complications, 
and make sure the people you 
love receive what you’ve left them 
without unnecessary delays. 

Without a Will, it could take a 
lot longer. It may even take court 
intervention to settle your estate. 
Our trained Will writing team will 
work with you to create your Will, 
and one for your partner or spouse 
if required. You can also update 
your Will once every year, free of 
charge, for five years. That’s all for 
a reasonable fixed price. 

What’s more, we’ll also store your 
Will safely and securely for up to 
five years.

Will  £149

Mirror Will for  
your partner or spouse  £199

How much does it cost?



How it works
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1. Property Protection Trust

Legal services for your assets

Protecting your share of your 
home’s value

A Property Protection Trust 
preserves your share of your home, 
making sure it passes on to the 
people you care about. It can also 
offer protection if your spouse or 
partner goes into care*.

When you own a home jointly and 
one of you passes away, your share 
of the home may automatically 
pass to the survivor. If the survivor 
remarries, the property may pass  
to their new partner, preventing 
any children from the first marriage  
from inheriting. This is known as 
sideways disinheritance.

Written into both Wills, a Property 
Protection Trust makes sure each 
person’s share of the home is 
protected when they pass away.  
If the surviving partner remarries, 
only their share of the home is at 
their disposal. If they need care, 
only their share is at risk. Your share 
passes on to the people you care 
about, as specified in your Will.
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Your Will makes your wishes known, but it may not protect your assets, or 
prevent your wishes from being challenged. Asset protection services help 
protect the way you want your estate to be distributed.

1. The Trust is set into  
the Wills of both 

homeowners

2. When the first homeowner  
dies, their share in the  

property passes into the Trust

3. The surviving 
homeowner can stay  

in the property as long 
as they want

5. It may help to protect  
your share of your home’s 
value against the potential 

cost of care

4. The share held in  
Trust can’t be passed 

to another family if the 
surviving spouse remarries

6. The deceased’s share 
of the property is passed 

on, as they intended, 
when the survivor dies

Why choose Golden Charter?

We’re one of the UK’s leading specialists in pre-paid funeral plans and 
legal services, helping you with arrangements like making your Will, 
protecting your assets, arranging Power of Attorney and funeral planning. 

*There is no guarantee that 
a Property Protection Trust 
will protect your assets from 
being used to pay for care.

Property Protection Trust £799

A Property Protection Trust is only 
available in joint names and where you 
and your partner jointly own your home

How much does it cost?
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2. The Golden Charter Probate Plan
Pay for probate now, save money 
and prevent stress in the future

Probate — known in Scotland as 
Confirmation — is the legal process 
of administering your estate when 
you die. That includes paying off 
debts and distributing inheritances. 

It can be a lengthy and costly 
process, typically taking six to  
nine months and costing up to  
5% of the value of your estate.* 

Planning ahead helps reduce  
both the legal costs and the time  
taken. You simply pay a fixed 
fee at today’s prices, which puts 
everything in order and leaves 
more of your estate to your family. 
It’s an easy way to protect loved 
ones from unnecessary worry.

Your Golden Charter  
Probate Plan includes:

A Golden Charter Will,  
if needed

Identifying, gathering  
and valuing your assets

Preparing the necessary 
documentation for the 
Grant of Representation

Applying and obtaining 
the appropriate Grant of 
Representation from the 
Probate Registry

Identifying any tax reliefs 
or exemptions to the estate 
before calculating tax owed

Liaising with the appropriate 
organisations and estate 
beneficiaries throughout  
the process

Preparing the accounts  
and distributing the estate

A £300 allowance towards 
associated costs, eg  
court fees

*Source: moneyadviceservice.org.uk 2017

Did you know? 

In England and Wales, assets of just £5,000 may be subject to probate after 
you die. In Scotland, probate (or Confirmation) is typically required on estates 
of £36,000 or more.

£101,000 - £300,000

£15,000

UP TO 
£15,000

YOU PAY 
£3,300

SAVE 
UP TO 
£11,700

£10,000

£5,000

Probate specialist’s fee of 
up to 5% of estate value

The Probate 
Plan cost

How much you could save 
The cost of your Probate Plan will 
vary according to the current value 
of your estate, and can be paid using 
one of our flexible payment options. 
We’ll be happy to explain those to 
you when you get in touch.

Estate value: Plan price:

Up to £100,000  £1,800

£101,000 to £300,000  £3,300

£301,000 to £650,000  £4,300

£651,000 to £1 million  £6,300

The plan cost is dependent on the 
current value of your estate. Please 
call 0800 171 2967 for details of our 
flexible payment options.

How much does it cost?

Legal services for your assets



 You’ll be the 
main trustee(s), 

supported by two 
specialist solicitors 

as professional 
trustees

No need for 
probate, saving 
both time and 

money

Your estate will 
be distributed 
immediately

Protection 
from sideways 
disinheritance 

and claims

How it works

£
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3. Family Protection Trust
A simple way to protect your  
assets and your loved ones

A Family Protection Trust works 
alongside your Will, providing 
protection for your assets. That 
means what you want to happen  
is exactly what will happen.

As well as offering protection, the 
Trust ensures control of your assets, 
both before your death and after. 
As a trustee, you remain in control 
and can continue to use your assets 
as you normally would, subject to 
trustee approval. 

You’ll be supported by two 
professional trustees — specialist 
solicitors who will ensure the Trust 
works for you. They will act in your 
interests and carry out the final 
wishes you’ve stated in your Will. 
They’ll also be on hand to defend  
the Trust against claims if necessary. 

Golden Charter works in partnership 
with leading UK solicitors. Our 
partners are later life specialists 
and are regulated by the Solicitors 
Regulation Authority and Law 
Society of Scotland.

13

A Family Protection Trust 
protects your assets and  
puts you in control

No need for probate  
for assets in the Trust

Children inherit at the  
right time

Beneficiaries inherit  
quickly and hassle-free

Prevents sideways 
disinheritance

May offer protection  
against care fees†

*There is no guarantee that a Family 
Protection Trust will protect your 
assets from being used to pay for  
care, and this must not be the  
reason for purchase.

10£3,000

(Based on an estate worth £300,000.) Probate 
specialist costs: up to 5% of your estate value 

A one-off, fixed fee puts a Trust in place  
and protects against probate costs

WITHOUT TRUST

WITH TRUST

£9,000 £15,000 2 4 6 8

Saves money 
Placing your assets in a Family 
Protection Trust means no need for 
probate, which can cost up to 5% of 
the value of your estate.

Saves time 
Without a Family Protection Trust, 
your estate could take six to nine 
months, or even longer, to get 
through the probate process.

WITHOUT TRUST

WITH TRUST

Legal services for your assets
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No need for probate

The legal process of managing 
your estate when you die is known 
as probate. It can be both time 
consuming and costly — according 
to the Money Advice Service, a 
solicitor may charge up to 5% of 
the total value of your estate*. But if 
your assets are held within a Family 
Protection Trust, probate doesn’t 
apply. Your estate can be passed to 
your loved ones exactly as you want 
it to be, quickly and hassle free.

Protection against claims 

Having a Trust ensures that the 
instructions you’ve left in your 
Will are followed. And having 
professional trustees makes sure 
there are solicitors there to defend 
the Trust if it becomes necessary.

Inheritance tax planning

If the inheritance you leave your 
loved ones adds significantly to 
their wealth, it could leave them 
liable to inheritance tax (IHT). If 
that inheritance is left in the Trust, 
however, it doesn’t form part of 
their estate, which means you avoid 
passing on an IHT problem. Your 
children can still access and use the 
assets or money you leave them,  
or they can leave it invested within 
the Trust.

Avoids sideways disinheritance 

When the first partner in a marriage 
passes away, their assets normally 
go to the surviving spouse. If the 
survivor then remarries, the estate 
may pass to their new partner, 
bypassing any children from the  
first marriage. This is called sideways 
disinheritance. A Family Protection 
Trust prevents this happening and 
makes sure your loved ones get the 
inheritance you want them to have.

Beneficiaries inherit at the right time

Some families have children or other 
beneficiaries who aren’t ready to 
inherit. They may be going through 
difficulties like separation or divorce, 
or they may be ill, or suffering from 
addiction or gambling problems. In 
these circumstances, it’s not always 
in their best interests to receive a 
large portion of their inheritance.  
A Trust can allow assets to remain  
in place until beneficiaries are in 
circumstances better suited to 
receiving them.

The benefits of a Family Protection Trust 

Single Trust £2,995

Double Trust £4,495

Please call us on 0800 171 2967 for 
details of our flexible payment options

How much does it cost?

*Source: moneyadviceservice.org.uk 2017

Legal services for your assets



   Market leader in later life 
planning, including funeral  
plans and legal services

   We’re the UK’s largest funeral 
plan provider

   We offer a wide range of legal 
services so you can choose the 
product that’s right for you

   We can help you make sure 
your final wishes for your  
estate are carried out quickly 
and easily, saving your family 
money and hassle in the future

   We work with leading law 
firms across the UK to provide 
customers with expert and 
professional advice at an 
affordable price

Golden Charter — your  
trusted partner in later life

We’re here to help

It might seem as though there are 
lots of decisions to make when 
you’re planning for the future. But 
we’re here to help you. If you have 
questions about any of the services 
we’ve outlined in this brochure, 
or you’d like to discuss later life 
planning in more detail, please call 
us on 0800 171 2967. Our specialist 
later life planning advisors will be 
happy to answer any questions you 
may have.

Talk to us today about smart 
planning for later life:

  0800 171 2967

 goldencharter.co.uk

Golden Charter Funeral Plans and  
Golden Charter Legal Services are provided  
by Golden Charter Ltd, Canniesburn Gate,  
10 Canniesburn Drive, Bearsden,  
Glasgow G61 1BF. 

Registered in England No. 02511598.

Prices and details correct at 1st June 2017  
and subject to change without notice.
Legal-D2C-0617


